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CHAPTERS I-V

CHAPTER I
Of the Holy Scripture
I. Although the light of nature, and the works of creation and providence do so far manifest the goodness, wisdom, and
power of G od, as to leave m en unexcusable; yet are they not sufficient to give that knowledge of God, and of his will,
which is necessary unto salvation. Therefore it pleased the Lord, at sundry tim es, and in divers m anners, to reveal himself,
and to declare that his will unto his church; and afterwards, for the better preserving and propagating of the truth, and for
the more sure establishment and comfort of the church against the corruption of the flesh, and the m alice of Satan and of
the world, to com m it the same wholly unto writing: which m aketh the Holy Scripture to be m ost necessary; those former
ways of G od’s revealing his will unto his peo ple being now ceased .
II. Under the nam e of Holy Scripture, or the W ord of God written, are now contained all the books of the Old and New
Testa m ents, which a re these:
Of the Old T estame nt:
Genesis
I Kings
Ecclesiastes
Obadiah
Exodus
II Kings
The Song of Songs Jonah
Leviticus
I Chronicles
Isaiah
Micah
Num bers
II Chronicles
Jeremiah
Nahum
Deuteronom y
Ezra
Lam entations
Habakkuk
Joshua
Nehem iah
Ezekiel
Zephaniah
Judges
Esther
Daniel
Haggai
Ruth
Job
Hosea
Zechariah
I Samuel
Psalm s
Joel
Malachi
II Samuel
Proverbs
Am os
Of the N ew Testa ment:
The Gospels
Paul’s Epistles to
the Thessalo nians II The first and
according to
the Romans
Tim othy I
second Epistles
Matthew
the C orinthians I
Tim othy II
of Peter
Mark
the Corin thians II
Titus
The first, second,
Luke
the Galatians
Philemon
and third Epistles
John
the Ephesians
The Epistle to
of John
The Acts of the
the Philippians
the Hebrews
The Epistle
Apostles
the Colossians
The Epistle
of Jude
the T hessa lonians I of James
The Revelation
of John
All wh ich a re given by inspiration of G od to be the ru le of faith and life.
III. The books com m only called Apocrypha, not being of divine inspiration, are no part of the canon of the Scripture, and
therefore are of no authority in the church of God, nor to be any otherwise approved, or made use of, than other human
writings.
IV. The authority of the Holy Scripture, for which it ought to be believed, and obeyed, dependeth not upon the testim ony of
any m an, or chu rch; but who lly upon God (w ho is truth itself) the au thor thereof: and the refore it is to be re ceived, bec ause
it is the W ord of God.
V. W e m ay be moved and induced by the testim ony of the church to an high and reverent esteem of the Holy Scripture.
And the heavenliness of the m atter, the efficacy of the doctrine, the m ajesty of the style, the consent of all the parts, the
scope of the whole (which is, to give all glory to God), the full discovery it makes of the only way of man’s salvation, the
m any other incom parable excellencies, and the entire perfection thereof, are argum ents whereby it doth abundantly
evidence itself to be the Word of God: yet notwithstanding, our full persuasion and assurance of the infallible truth and
divine authority thereof, is from the inward work of th e H oly Spirit be aring witness by an d with the W ord in our hearts.
VI. The whole counsel of God concerning all things necessary for his own glory, man’s salvation, faith and life, is either
expressly set down in Scripture, or by good and necessary consequence m ay be deduced from Scripture: unto which
nothing at any tim e is to be added, whether by new revelations of the Spirit, or traditions of men. Nevertheless, we
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acknowledge the inward illumination of the Spirit of God to be necessary for the saving understanding of such things as
are revealed in the W ord: and that there are some circum stances concerning the worship of God, and government of the
church, com m on to hum an actions and societies, which are to be ordered by the light of nature, and Christian prudence,
according to the general rules of the W ord, which are always to be obse rved .
VII. All things in Scripture are not alike plain in them selves, nor alike c lear unto all: yet those things which a re necessary to
be known, believed, and observed for salvation, are so clearly propounded, and opened in some place of Scripture or
other, that not only the learned, but the unlearned, in a due use of the ordinary m eans, m ay attain unto a sufficient
understanding of the m .
VIII. The Old Testam ent in Hebre w (which wa s the native la nguage of the people of G od of o ld ), and the New Testam ent in
Greek (which, at the tim e of the writing of it, was most generally known to the nations), being im m ediately inspired by God,
and, by his singular care and providence, kept pure in all ages, are therefore authentical; so as, in all controversies of
religion, the church is finally to appeal unto them . But, because these original tongues are not known to all the people of
God, who have right unto, and interest in the Scriptures, and are comm anded, in the fear of God, to read and search them ,
therefore they are to be translated into the vulgar language of every nation unto which they com e, that, the W ord of God
dwelling plentifully in all, they m ay worship him in an acceptable manner; and, through patience and comfort of the
Scriptures, m ay have hope.
IX. The infallible rule of interpretation of Scripture is the Scripture itself: and therefore, when there is a question about the
true and full sense of any Scripture (which is not m anifold, but one), it must be searched and known by other places that
spe ak m ore clearly.
X. The supreme judge by which all controversies of religion are to be determined, and all decrees of councils, opinions of
ancient writers, doctrines of m en, and private spirits, are to be exam ined, and in whose sentence we are to rest, can be no
other but the Ho ly Spirit speaking in the Scripture.

I. OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURES.

1. In what two ways does God reveal himself, and why is only one of them sufficient for salvation?
(I,1).

2. How many books are there in the Old Testament? The New Testament? (I,2).

3. Of what use are the books called the "Apocrypha"? (I,3).

4. On what does the authority of the Scripture depend, and on what does it not depend? (I,4).

5. In view of the various evidences that the Bible is God's Word, what is necessary for our full
persuasion and assurance? (I,5).

6. What is meant by the phrase "good and necessary consequence"?
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7. How easy is the Scripture to understand? (I,7).

8. In what languages was the Scripture written, and why should we translate the Bible into our own
language?

9. Who is the only infallible interpreter of the Scripture? (I,9).

10. Who is "the supreme judge" for all controversies of religion? (I,10).

CHAPTER II
Of God, and of the Holy Trinity
I. There is but one only, living, and true God, who is infinite in being and perfection, a m ost pure spirit, invisible, without
bod y, parts, or passions; im m utable, imm ense , eternal, incom preh ensible, alm ighty, m ost wise, m ost holy, mo st free, m ost
abso lute; working all things ac cording to the cou nsel of his own imm utable an d m ost righteou s will, for his own g lory; m ost
loving, gracious, m erciful, long-suffering, abundant in goodness and truth, forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin; the
rewarder of them that diligently seek him ; and withal, most just, and terrible in his judgments, hating all sin, and who will by
no m eans c lear the guilty.
II. God hath all life, glory, goodness, blessedness, in and of him self; and is alone in and unto him self all-sufficient, not
standing in need of any creatures which he hath ma de, nor deriving any glory from them , but only m anifesting his own
glory in, by, unto, and upon them . He is the alone fountain of all being, of whom , through wh om , and to whom are all
things; and hath m ost sovereign dominion over them , to do by them, for them , or upon them whatsoever him self pleaseth.
In his sight all things are open and manifest, his knowledge is infinite, infallible, and independent upon the creature, so as
nothing is to him contingent, or uncertain. H e is m ost holy in all his co unsels, in all his works, a nd in all his com m ands. T o
him is due from angels and m en, and every other creature, whatso ever wo rship, service, or ob edienc e he is pleased to
require of the m .
III. In the unity of the Godhead there be three persons, of one substance, power, and eternity: God the Father, God the
Son, and God the Holy Ghost: the Father is of none, neither begotten, nor proceeding; the Son is eternally begotten of the
Father; the Ho ly Ghost eternally proceeding from the Father an d the Son.

II. OF GOD AND OF THE HOLY TRINITY.

1. What are God's attributes? (II,1).

2. Describe God in relationship to his creation. (II,2).

3. What are the three persons of the Godhead, and how are they related to one another? (II,3).
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CHAPTER III
Of God’s Eternal Decree
I. God, fro m all etern ity, d id, by the m ost wise and holy counsel o f h is own will, freely, and unchangeably ord ain
whatsoever comes to pass: yet so, as thereby neither is God the author of sin, nor is violence offered to the will of the
creature s; nor is the liberty or c ontingency of se cond cause s tak en away, bu t rath er established.
II. Although God knows whatsoever may or can com e to pass upon all supposed conditions, yet hath he not decreed
anything because he foresa w it as future, or a s that which would com e to pass upon su ch conditions.
III. By the decree of God, for the m anifestation of his glory, some m en and angels are predestinated unto everlasting life;
and others fo reordained to everlasting death.
IV. These angels and m en, thus pre destinated, and fo re ord ained, are particula rly and unchangeably designed, and their
num ber so certain and definite, that it cannot be either increase d or dim inished.
V. Those of m ankind that are pre destinated unto life, God, befo re the fo undation of the wo rld wa s laid, accord ing to his
eternal and im m utable purpose, and the sec ret counsel and good pleasu re of h is will, hath chose n, in C hrist, unto
everlasting glo ry, out of h is m ere free gra ce and lo ve, without any fore sight of faith, or good wo rk s, or persevera nce in
either of them , or any other thing in the cre ature , as conditions, or c auses m oving him there unto; and all to the pra ise of h is
glorious gra ce.
VI. As God hath appointed the elect unto glory, so hath he, by the eternal and most free purpose of his will, foreordained
all the m eans thereunto. Wh erefore, they who are elec ted, being fallen in Adam , are redeem ed by Christ, are effectually
called un to faith in Christ by his Spirit working in due season, are justified, adopted, sanctified, and kept by his power,
through faith, unto salvation. Neither are any other redeemed by Christ, effectually called, justified, adopted, sanctified, and
saved, but the elect only.
VII. The rest of mankind God was pleased, according to the unsearchable counsel of his own will, whereby he extendeth or
withholdeth m ercy, as he pleaseth, for the glory of his sovereign power over his creatures, to pass by; and to ordain them
to dishonor an d wrath fo r the ir sin, to the praise of his glorious justice.
VIII. The doctrine of this high m ystery of predestination is to be handled with special prudence and care, that m en,
attending the will of God revealed in his Word, and yielding obedience thereunto, may, from the certainty of their effectual
vocation, be assured of their eternal election. So shall this doctrine afford m atter of praise, reverence, and admiration of
Go d; and of h um ility, diligence, and abundant consolation to all that sinc erely obey the gospe l.

III. OF GOD'S ETERNAL DECREE.

1. If God ordains whatever comes to pass, what must we believe concerning our responsibility and
freedom?

2. If God decreed to do something because he saw beforehand what would happen, what effect
might this have on his sovereignty? (III.2).

3. What has God decreed for all men? (III,3).

4. How certain is God's predestination and foreordination? (III,4).

5. What is predestination unto life? (III,5).
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6. What in the Christian's present life is affected by God's predestination unto life? (III,6).

7. What is the purpose of God's ordaining some to dishonor? (III,7).

8. How should we handle the doctrine of predestination, and how do we benefit from studying God's
decrees? (III,8).

CHAPTER IV
Of Creation
I. It pleased God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, for the m anifestation of the glory of his eternal power, wisdom, and
goodness, in the beginning, to cre ate, or m ake of n othing, the wo rld, and all things there in wh ether visible or invisib le , in
the spa ce of six days; and all very good.
II. After God had made all other creatures, he created m an, male and female, with reasonable and im m ortal souls, endued
with knowledge, righteousness, and true holiness, after his own im age; having the law of God written in their hearts, and
power to fulfill it: and yet under a possibility of transgressing, being left to the liberty of their own will, which was subject
unto change. Beside this law written in their hearts, they received a comm and, not to eat of the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil; which while they kept, they were happy in their com m union with Go d, and had dom inion o ver the creatures.

IV. OF CREATION,

1. What is God's work of creation? (IV,1).

2. What distinguishes the creation of man? (IV,2).

CHAPTER V
Of Providence
I. God the great Creator of all things doth uphold, direct, dispose, and govern all creatures, actions, and things, from the
greatest even to the least, by his most wise and holy providence, according to his infallible foreknowledge, and the free
and im m utable counse l of his own will, to the pra ise of the glory of his wisdom , power, justice, goodness, an d m ercy.
II. Although, in relation to the foreknowledge and decree of God, the first Cause, all things come to pass im m utably, and
infallibly; yet, by the same providence, he ordereth them to fall out, according to the nature of second causes, either
necessarily, freely, or contingently.
III. God, in his ord inary pro vidence, m aketh use of m eans, yet is fre e to wo rk without, above, and against them , at his
pleasure.
IV. The alm ighty power, unsearchable wisdom, and infinite goodness of God so far manifest themselves in his providence,
that it extendeth itself even to the first fall, and all other sins of angels and men; and that not by a bare perm ission, but
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such as hath joined with it a m ost wise and powerful bounding, and otherwise ordering, and governing of them , in a
m anifold dispensation, to his own holy ends; yet so, as the sinfulness thereof proceedeth only from the creature, and not
from Go d, who, being m ost holy and righteous, neither is nor can be the author or a pprover of sin.
V. The m ost wise, righteous, and gracious God doth oftentim es leave, for a season, his own children to ma nifold
temptations, and the corruption of their own hearts, to chastise them for their form er sins, or to discover unto them the
hidden strength of corruption and deceitfulness of their hearts, that they m ay be hum bled; and, to raise them to a m ore
close and co nstant dependence for their support upon himself, and to m ake them m ore watchful against all future
occasions of sin, an d fo r sundry other just and holy ends.
VI. As for those wicked and ungodly m en whom God, as a righteous Judge, for former sins, doth blind and harden, from
them he not only withholdeth his grace whereby they m ight have been enlightened in their understandings, and wrought
upon in their hearts; but som etim es also withdra weth the gifts which they had, and expo seth them to such obje cts as their
corruption m akes occasions of sin; and, withal, gives them over to their own lusts, the temptations of the world, and the
power of Satan, whereby it comes to pass that they harden them selves, even under those means which God useth for the
softening of oth ers.
VII. As the pro vidence of G od doth, in genera l, reach to all cre ature s; so, after a m ost special m anner, it taketh care of h is
church, and disposeth all things to the good thereof.

V OF PROVIDENCE.

1. What four words describe God's works of providence? (V, 1).

2. If God is "the first Cause," what is meant by the phrase "second causes"? (V,2).

3. Give an example of what is described in section 3. (V,3).

4. What is the relationship of God's providence to the fall of man and to sin? (V,4).

5. Why does God allow us to suffer the sinfulness and miseries of this life? (V,5)

6. How does God deal with "wicked and ungodly men"? (V,6).

7. Who is the greatest beneficiary of God's providence? (V,7)
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CHAPTER VI
Of the Fall of Man, of Sin, and of the Punishment Thereof
I. Our first pare nts, being seduced by the subtlety and tem ptation of Satan, sinned, in eating the fo rb idden fruit. T his th eir
sin, God was pleased , according to his wise and holy counsel, to perm it, having purpose d to ord er it to his own glory.
II. By this sin they fell from their original righteousness and com m union with God, and so becam e dead in sin, and wholly
defiled in all the parts and fac ulties of sou l and body.
III. They being the root of all m ankind, the guilt of this sin was im puted; and the same death in sin, and corrupted nature,
conveyed to all their poste rity descending from them by ordina ry generation.
IV. From this original corruption, whereby we are utterly indisposed, disabled, and m ade opp osite to all good, and wh olly
inclined to all e vil, do p roceed all actual tran sgressions.
V. T his corruption of n ature, during this life, doth re m ain in those that are reg enerated; and although it be, thro ugh C hrist,
pardoned, and m ortified; yet both itself, and all the m otions thereof, are truly and properly sin.
VI. Every sin, both orig inal a nd actual, being a transgre ssion of the righteous law of G od, and contrary there unto, doth, in
its own nature, bring guilt upon the sinner, where by he is bound o ver to the wra th of G od, an d cu rse of the law, and so
m ade su bject to death, with all m iseries spiritual, tem poral, an d etern al.

VI. OF THE FALL OF MAN, OF SIN AND OF THE PUNISHMENT THEREOF.

1. What was the first sin, and what was God's relationship to it? (VI,1).

2. What was the result of the first sin? (VI,2).

3. How does the Fall affect all others? (VI,3).

4. Why do we sin? (VI,4).

5. Do Christians sin? (VI,5)

6. What is meant by "original and actual" sin, and what consequences do they bring on us? (VI,6).

CHAPTER VII
Of God’s Covenant with Man
I. The distance between God and the cre ature is so gre at, that although reasonable cre ature s do owe obedience unto him
as their Creator, yet they could never have any fruition of him a s their blessedness and reward, but by some voluntary
condesc ension on Go d’s p art, which he hath been pleased to express by way of covenant.
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II. The first covenant m ade with m an wa s a covenant of work s, wh ere in life wa s pro m ised to Ad am ; and in him to his
posterity, upon condition of p erfect and personal obedien ce.
III. Man, by his fall, having m ade him self incapable of life by that covenant, the Lord was pleased to m ake a second,
com m only called the covenant of grace; wherein he freely offereth unto sinners life and salvation by Jesus Christ; requiring
of them fa ith in him , that they m ay be saved, and pro m ising to give unto all those that are ord ained unto etern al life his
Holy Spirit, to m ake them willing, and able to believe.
IV. This covenant of grace is frequently set forth in Scripture by the nam e of a testam ent, in reference to the death of Jesus
Christ the T esta tor, a nd to the everlasting inheritance, with all things belonging to it, there in bequeathed.
V. This covenant was differently adm inistered in the tim e of the law, and in the tim e of the gospel: under the law, it was
adm inistered by promises, prophecies, sacrifices, circumcision, the paschal lamb, and other types and ordinances
delivered to the pe ople of the Jews, all foresignifying C hrist to com e; which were, for that time , sufficient and efficac ious,
through the operation of the Spirit, to instruct and build up the elect in faith in the prom ised Messiah, by whom they had full
rem ission of sins, a nd eternal salvation; and is ca lle d the old testam ent.
VI. Unde r the gospel, when Christ, the substance, was exhibited, the ordinances in which this covenant is dispensed are
the preaching of the Word, and the administration of the sacram ents of baptism and the Lord’s Supper: which, though
fewer in num ber, and adm inistered with mo re sim plicity, and less outward glory, yet, in them , it is held forth in m ore
fullness, evidence and spiritual efficacy, to all nations, both Jews and Gen tiles; and is called the new testame nt. The re are
not therefore two covenants of gra ce, diffe ring in sub stan ce, but one and the sam e, under variou s dispensation s.

VII. OF GOD'S COVENANT WITH MAN.

1. Why is it necessary that God come to us to save us? (VII,1).

2. What is the "covenant of works," and with whom was it made? (VII,2).

3. What is the "covenant of grace," and with whom was it made? (VII,3).

4. How is the covenant also a "testament"? (VII,4)

5. How was the covenant of grace administered in the Old Testament? (VII,5).

6. How is the covenant of grace administered in the New Testament? (VII,6).
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CHAPTER VIII
Of Christ the Mediator
I. It pleased God, in his eternal purpose, to choose and ordain the Lord Jesus, his only begotten Son, to be the Mediator
between God and man, the Prophet, Priest, and King, the Head and Savior of his church, the Heir of all things, and Judge
of the world: unto whom he did from all eternity give a people, to be his seed, and to be by him in tim e redeemed, called,
justified, sa nctified, and glorified.
II. The Son of God, the second person in the Trinity, being very and eternal God, of one substance and equal with the
Father, did, when the fullness of tim e was come, take upon him m an’s nature, with all the essential properties, and
com m on infirm ities there of, yet without sin; being conceived by the power of the Holy Ghost, in the wo m b of the virg in
Mary, of her substance. So that two whole, perfect, and distinct natures, the Go dhead a nd the m anhood , were inseparably
joined together in one person, without conversion, com position, or confusion. Which person is very God, and very m an, yet
one C hrist, the only Med iator between Go d and m an.
III. The L ord J esus, in his hum an na ture thu s unite d to the divine, was sa nc tified, an d a no inte d with th e H oly Spirit, abo ve
m easure, having in him all the treasures of wisdom and kno wledge; in whom it pleased the Father that all fullness should
dwell; to the end that, being holy, harm less, un defiled , and fu ll o f grace and truth , he m ight be thoroughly furnished to
execute the office of a m ediator, and surety. W hich office he took no t unto him self, but was thereunto called by his Father,
who put all p ower and judgm ent into his han d, and gave him com m andm ent to execute the sa m e.
IV. This office the Lord Jesus did m ost willingly undertake; which that he m ight discharge, he was made under the law, and
did perfectly fulfill it; endured most grievous torments im m ediately in his soul, and most painful sufferings in his body; was
crucified, and d ied, was bu ried, and rem ained u nde r the po wer o f dea th, yet saw no corruption. On the third day he aro se
from the dead, with the same body in which he suffered, with which also he ascended into heaven, and there sitteth at the
right hand of h is Fath er, m aking inte rcession, and sha ll return, to ju dge m en and angels, at the end of th e world.
V. The Lord Jesus, by his perfect obedience, and sacrifice of him self, which he, through the eternal Spirit, once offered up
unto God, hath fully satisfied the justice of his Father; and purchased, not only reconciliation, but an everlasting inheritance
in the king dom of h eaven, for all tho se whom the Father ha th given unto him .
VI. Although the work of redemption was not actually wrought by Christ till after his incarnation, yet the virtue, efficacy, and
benefits thereof were com m unicated unto the elect, in all ages successively from the beginning of the world, in and by
those prom ises, types, and sacrifices, wherein he was revealed, and signified to be the seed of the wom an which should
bruise the serpent’s head; and the Lamb slain from the beginning of the world; being yesterday and today the same, and
forever.
VII. Christ, in the work of m ediation, acts a cc ording to both nature s, by each nature doing that which is proper to itself; yet,
by reason of the unity of the person, that which is proper to one nature is som etim es in Scripture attributed to the person
denom inated by the o ther na ture .
VIII. To all those for whom Christ hath purchased redemption, he doth certainly and effectually apply and comm unicate the
sam e; ma king intercession for them , and revealing unto them , in and by the W ord, the mysteries of salvation; effectually
persuading them by his Spirit to belie ve and obey, and govern ing their hearts by his W ord and Sp irit; overc om ing all their
enem ies by his almighty power and wisdom, in such manner, and ways, as are m ost consonant to his wonderful and
unsea rchable dispensa tion.

VIII. OF CHRIST THE MEDIATOR.

1. What did God send Jesus to be for us? (VIII,1).

2. What are the "distinct natures" of Christ, and how are they related to each other? (VIII,2).

3. How are the Father and the Holy Spirit involved in the ministry of Christ? (VIII,3).
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4. Describe the humiliation of Christ. (VIII,4).

5. What was accomplished by Christ's perfect obedience and sacrifice? (VIII,5).

6. How does Christ's work relate to the believers of the Old Testament? (VIII,6).

7. Describe further how the "distinct natures" of Christ are related to each other. (VIII,7)

8. How does Christ serve as our mediator now? (VIII,8).

CHAPTER IX
Of Free Will
I. God hath endued the will of m an with that natural liberty, that it is neither forced, nor, by any absolute necessity of
nature , determ ined to good, or evil.
II. Man, in his state of innocency, had freedom, and power to will and to do that which was good and well pleasing to God;
but yet, m utably, so that he m ight fall from it.
III. Man, by his fall into a state of sin, hath wholly lost all ability of will to any spiritual goo d ac com pan ying sa lvation: so as,
a natural m an, being altogether averse from that good, and dead in sin, is not able, by his own strength, to convert himself,
or to prepare him self the reunto.
IV. W hen God converts a sinner, and translates him into the state of grace, he freeth him from his natural bondage under
sin; and, by his grace alone, enables him freely to will and to do that which is spiritually good; yet so, as that by reason of
his rem aining corruption, he doth not perfectly, nor only, will th at which is goo d, but doth also will tha t which is evil.
V. T he will of m an is m ade perfectly and im m utably free to good alone, in the state of glory only.

IX. OF FREE WILL.

1. Describe the "natural liberty" God has given to us. (IX,1).

2. What liberty did Adam and Eve enjoy in the garden? (IX,2).

3, Describe man's liberty after the Fall. (IX,3).
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4. What liberty do we have as Christians? (IX,4).

5. Describe the liberty possessed by the saints in heaven. (IX,5).

CHAPTER X
Of Effectual Calling
I. All those whom God hath predestinated unto life, and those only, he is pleased, in his appointed and accepted tim e,
effectually to call, by his Word and Spirit, out of that state of sin and death, in which they are by nature, to grace and
salvation, by Jesus Christ; enlightening their minds spiritually and savingly to understand the things of God, taking away
their heart of stone, and giving unto them a heart of flesh; renewing their wills, and, by his almighty power, determining
them to that which is good, and effectually drawing them to Jesus Christ: yet so, as they com e m ost freely, being m ade
willing by his grace.
II. This effectual call is of God’s free and special grace alone, not from anything at all foreseen in m an, who is altogether
passive the rein, until, being quick ened and re newed by the H oly Spirit, he is thereby enabled to answe r this call, an d to
em brace the grace offered and conveyed in it.
III. Elect infants, dying in infancy, are regenerated, and saved by Christ, through the Spirit, who worketh when, and where,
and how he pleaseth: so also are all other elect persons who are incapable of being outwardly called by the m inistry of the
W ord.
IV. Others, not elected, although they m ay be called by the m inistry of the Word, and may have some com m on operations
of the Spirit, yet they never truly com e unto Christ, and therefore cannot be saved: much less can men, not professing the
Christian religion, be saved in any other way whatsoever, be they never so diligent to frame their lives according to the
light of na ture, and the laws of that religion the y do pro fess. And , to assert and m aintain that they m ay, is very pernicious,
and to be detested.

X. OF EFFECTUAL CALLING.

1. Whom does God effectually call, and what changes occur in those he effectually calls? (X,1).

2. What part does man have in his effectual calling, and what part does God have? (X,2).

3. What does the Confession say about those who cannot bear the gospel, such as "elect infants,
dying in infancy"? (X,3).

4. How good must "others, not elected" be to be saved? (X,4).
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CHAPTER XIV
Of Saving Faith
I. Th e gra ce o f faith, where by the ele ct are ena bled to be lieve to the saving of the ir souls, is the work of the S pirit of C hrist
in their hearts, and is ordinarily wrought by the m inistry of the Word, by which also, and by the adm inistration of the
sac ram ents, and prayer, it is incre ase d and strengthened.
II. By this faith, a Christian believeth to be true whatsoever is revealed in the W ord, for the authority of God himself
spe aking therein; and acteth diffe rently upon that which e ach particular passage thereof containeth; yielding obedien ce to
the com m ands, trem bling at the threatenings, and embracing the promises of God for this life, and that which is to com e.
But the principal acts of saving faith are accepting, receiving, and resting upon Christ alone for justification, sanctification,
and etern al life, by virtue of th e covenant of grace.
III. This faith is different in degrees, weak or strong; m ay be often and many ways assailed, and weakened, but gets the
victory: growing up in m any to the attainm ent of a full assurance, through Christ, who is both the author and finisher of our
faith.

XIV. OF SAVING FAITH,

1. What is "the grace of faith," and how do we receive h? (XI,1)

2. What are "the principal acts of saving faith"? (XI,2).

3. How are faith and assurance related? (XI,3).

CHAPTER XV
Of Repentance unto Life
I. Repentance unto life is an evangelical grace, the doctrine whereof is to be preached by every m inister of the gospel, as
well a s that of faith in C hrist.
II. By it, a sinner, out of the sight and sense not only of the danger, but also of the filthiness and odiousness of his sins, as
contrary to the holy nature, and righteous law of God; and upon the apprehension of his m ercy in Christ to such as are
penitent, so grie ves for, and hates his sins, as to turn from them all unto God, purp osing and endeavorin g to wa lk with him
in all the ways of h is com m andm ents.
III. Although repentance be not to be rested in, as any satisfaction for sin, or any cause of the pardon thereof, which is the
act of G od’s fre e grace in Christ; yet it is of suc h necessity to all sinne rs, that none m ay expect pardon without it.
IV. As there is no sin so sm all, but it deserves damnation; so there is no sin so great, that it can bring damnation upon
those who truly repent.
V. Men ought not to content them selves with a genera l repentance, but it is every m an’s duty to endeavor to repent of h is
particular sins, particularly.
VI. As every m an is bound to m ake private confession of his sins to God, praying for the pardon thereof; upon which, and
the forsaking of them , he shall find m ercy; so, he that scandalizeth his brother, or the church of Christ, ought to be willing,
by a private or public confession, and sorrow for his sin, to declare his repentance to those that are offended, who are
thereupon to be re conciled to him, and in love to re ceive him .

XV. OF REPENTANCE UNTO LIFE.
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1. What must always accompany the preaching of repentance? (XV,1)

2. Describe repentance unto life. (XV,2).

3. Why is repentance necessary? (XV,3).

4. Is there any sin too great for true repentance? (XV,4).

5. How specific should we be in repentance? (XV,5).

6. Under what circumstances should there be a private or public confession of sin? (XV,6)

CHAPTER XI
Of Justification
I. Those whom G od effectually calleth, he also freely justifieth: not by infusing righteousness into them , but by pardoning
their sins, and by accounting and accepting their persons as righteous; not for anything wrought in them , or done by them,
but for Christ’s sake alone; nor by im puting faith itself, the act of believing, or any other evangelical obedience to them , as
their righteousness; but by im puting the obedience and satisfa ction of C hrist unto them , they receiving and resting on him
and his righteousne ss, by faith; which faith they have not of the m selves, it is the gift of G od.
II. Faith, thus receiving and resting on Christ and his righteousness, is the alone instrument of justification: yet is it not
alone in the person justified, but is ever accompanied with all other saving graces, and is no dead faith, but worketh by
love.
III. Christ, by his obedience and death, did fully discharge the debt of all those that are thus justified, and did m ake a
proper, real, and full satisfaction to his Father’s justice in their behalf. Yet, inasmuch as he was given by the Father for
them ; and his obedience and satisfaction accepted in their stead; and both, fre ely, not for anything in them ; their
justification is only of free grace; that both the exact justice and rich grace of God m ight be glorified in the justification of
sinners.
IV. God did, from all eternity, dec ree to justify all the ele ct, and Christ did, in the fu llne ss of time, die for the ir sins, and rise
aga in for their justification: ne verthele ss, they are no t justified, un til the H oly Spirit doth, in du e time , actually apply Christ
unto them .
V. God doth continue to forgive the sins of those that are justified; and, although they can never fall from the state of
justification, yet they m ay, by their sins, fall under God’s fatherly displeasure, and not have the light of his countenance
restored unto them , until they hum ble them selves, confess the ir sins, be g pardon, and ren ew their faith a nd rep entance.
VI. The justification of believers under the old testam ent was, in all these respects, one and the same with the justification
of believers under the new testam ent.

Xl. OF JUSTIFICATION.
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1 . Describe four false views of justification and the answer to each. (XI,1).

2. Describe the faith that justifies. (XI,2).

3. Describe the extent of Christ's payment for our justification. (XI,3).

4. When was our justification decreed, accomplished, and applied? (XI,4).

5. What must one who is justified by faith do when he sins? (XI,5).

6. How does the justification of believers under the Old Testament compare to that of believers under
the New Testament? (XI,6)

CHAPTER XII
Of Adoption
I. All those that are justified, God vouchsafeth, in and for his only Son Jesus Christ, to m ake partakers of the grace of
adoption, by which they are taken into the num ber, and enjo y the lib erties and privile ges of the child re n of G od, have his
na m e p ut up on the m , rece ive the Spirit of ad op tion , ha ve a cc ess to the thron e o f grace with bo ldne ss, are e na bled to c ry,
Abba, Father, are pitied, protected, provided for, and chastened by him , as by a father: yet never cast off, but sealed to the
day of redem ption; and inherit the prom ises, as he irs of everla sting salvation.

.XII
OF ADOPTION

1. What privileges are enjoyed by those who are made partakers of the grace of adoption? (XII,1).
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CHAPTER XIII
Of Sanctification
I. They, who are once effectually called, and regenerated, having a new heart, and a new spirit created in them , are further
sanctified, really and personally, th ro ugh the virtue of C hrist’s death and resurrection, by his W ord and Sp irit dwelling in
them: the dominion of the whole body of sin is destroyed, and the several lusts thereof are more and m ore weakened and
m ortified; an d they m ore a nd m ore q uickened and strengthene d in all saving g races, to the practice of true holiness,
without which no m an sha ll see the Lord.
II. This sanctification is throughout, in the whole man; yet im perfect in this life, there abiding still som e remnants of
corruption in every part; whence ariseth a continual a nd irreconcila ble wa r, the flesh lu sting against the Sp irit, and the Sp irit
against the flesh.
III. In which war, although the remaining corruption, for a tim e, may much prevail; yet, through the continual supply of
strength from the sanctifying Spirit of Christ, the regenerate part doth overcome; and so, the saints grow in grace,
perfecting holiness in the fe ar of G od.

XIII. OF SANCTIFICATION.

1. What changes take place in the lives of those who are sanctified, and by what power do these
changes take place? (XIII,1).

2. What is the extent of God's sanctifying work in our lives? (XIII,2).

3. Describe the "continual and irreconcilable war" in the lives of those who are sanctified? (XIII,2,3).

CHAPTER XVI
Of Good Works
I. Good works are on ly such as Go d hath com m anded in his holy Wo rd, and not such as, without the warrant thereof, are
devised by m en, out of b lind zeal, or u pon any pretense o f go od intention.
II. These good works, done in obedience to God’s com m andm ents, are the fruits and evidences of a true and lively faith:
and by them believers manifest their thankfulness, strengthen their assurance, edify their brethren, adorn the profession of
the gospel, stop the m ouths of the adversaries, and glorify God, whose workm anship they are, created in Christ Jesus
thereunto, that, having their fruit unto holiness, the y m ay have the end, etern al life.
III. Their ability to do good works is not at all of themselves, but wholly from the Spirit of Christ. And that they m ay be
enabled thereunto, beside the graces they have already received, there is required an actual influence of the sam e Holy
Spirit, to work in them to will, and to do, of his good pleasure: yet are they not hereupon to grow negligent, as if they were
not bound to perform any duty unless upon a special motion of the Spirit; but they ought to be diligent in stirring up the
grace of God that is in them .
IV. Th ey wh o, in their obedien ce, attain to the greatest height which is possible in this life, are so far from being able to
sup ererogate, and to do m ore than Go d re quires, as that they fall short of m uch which in duty they are bound to do.
V. W e cannot by our best works merit pardon of sin, or eternal life at the hand of God, by reason of the great disproportion
that is between them and the glory to com e; and the infinite distance that is between us and God, whom , by them, we can
ne ithe r profit, nor satisfy for the de bt of ou r form er sins, but when we ha ve d on e a ll we ca n, we ha ve d on e b ut ou r duty,
and are u npro fitable servants: and b eca use, as the y are go od, they pro cee d from his Spirit; and as the y are wro ugh t by us,
they are defiled , and m ixed with so m uch weakness and im perfection , that they cannot endure the se verity of G od’s
judgm ent.
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VI. Notwithstanding, the persons of b elie vers being accepted thro ugh Christ, their good wo rk s also are accepted in him ;
not as though they were in this life wh olly unbla m able and unre pro vable in God’s sight; but that he, looking upon them in
his Son, is pleased to accept and reward that which is sincere, although accompanied with many weaknesses and
imperfection s.
VII. Works done by unregenerate men, although for the m atter of them they m ay be things which God com m ands; and of
good use both to them selves and others: yet, because they proceed not from an heart purified by faith; nor are done in a
right manner, according to the W ord; nor to a right end, the glory of God, they are therefore sinful, and cannot please God,
or m ake a m an m eet to receive gra ce from Go d: and yet, their neglect of them is m ore sinful and disple asing unto Go d.

XVI. OF GOOD WORKS.

1. What is, and what is not, a "good work"? (XVI,l).

2. What is the purpose of good works? (XVI,2).

3. How are the grace of God and our diligence related to our doing good works? (XVI,3).

4. How close can we get to perfection in this life? (XVI,4).

5. Why can't we earn salvation by our good works? (XVI,5).

6. Why then does God look upon our works as good? (XVI,6).

7. Describe the "works done by unregenerate men". (XVI,7).

CHAPTER XVII
Of the Perseverance of the Saints
I. They, whom God hath accepted in his Beloved, effectually called, and sanctified by his Spirit, can neither totally nor
finally fa ll a way from the state of g race, but shall c ertainly persevere therein to the end, and be etern ally saved.
II. This perseverance of the saints depends not upon their own free will, but upon the im m utability of the decree of election,
flowing from the free and unchangeable love of God the Father; upon the efficacy of the m erit and intercession of Jesus
Christ, the abiding of the Spirit, and of the seed of God within them , and the nature of the covenant of grace: from all which
ariseth a lso the certainty and infallibility thereof.
III. Neverthele ss, they m ay, th ro ugh the tem ptations of Satan and of the wo rld, the pre vale ncy of c orruption rem aining in
them, and the neglect of the m eans of their preservation, fall into grievous sins; and, for a tim e, continue therein: whereby
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they incur God’s displeasure, and grieve his Holy Spirit, com e to be deprived of som e m easure of their graces and
com forts, have their hearts hardened, and their consciences wounded; hurt and scandalize others, and bring tem poral
judgm ents upon them selves.

XVII. OF THE PERSEVERANCE OF THE SAINTS.

1. What does God's effectual calling and sanctification accomplish in us? (XVII,1).

2. On what does our perseverance depend? (XVII,2).

3. What may happen to those who are called and sanctified? (XVII,3).

CHAPTER XVIII
Of the Assurance of Grace and Salvation
I. Although hypocrites and other unregenerate m en m ay vainly deceive themselves with false hopes and carnal
presum ptions of being in the favor of God, and estate of salvation (which hope of theirs shall perish): yet such as truly
believe in the Lord Jesus, and love him in sincerity, endeavoring to walk in all good conscience before him , may, in this life,
be certainly assured that they are in the state of grace, and m ay rejoice in the hope of the glory of God, which hope shall
never m ake them ash am ed.
II. This certainty is not a bare conjectural and probable p ersuasion ground ed upon a fallible hope; but an infallible
assurance of faith founded upon the divine tru th of the pro m ises of salvation , the inward evidence of tho se g races un to
which these prom ises are made, the testim ony of the Spirit of adoption witnessing with our spirits that we are the children
of Go d, which Spirit is the earnest of ou r inheritanc e, whereby we are sea led to the day of redem ption.
III. This infallible assurance doth not so belong to the essence of faith, but that a true believer may wait long, and conflict
with many difficulties before he be partaker of it: yet, being enabled by the Spirit to know the things which are freely given
him of G od, he m ay, without extraord inary revela tion, in the right use of o rd inary m eans, atta in there unto. And there fo re it
is th e duty of e veryone to give all dilig ence to m ake his calling and ele ction sure , that there by his heart m ay be enla rg ed in
peace and joy in the Holy Ghost, in love and thankfulness to God, and in strength and cheerfulness in the duties of
obedienc e, the proper fruits of this assurance; so far is it from inclining m en to lo ose ness.
IV. True believers may have the assurance of their salvation divers ways shaken, dim inished, and interm itted; as, by
negligence in preserving of it, by falling into som e special sin which woundeth the conscience and grieveth the Spirit; by
some sudden or vehem ent tem ptation, by God’s withdrawing the light of his countenance, and suffering even such as fear
him to walk in darkness and to have no light: yet are they never utterly destitute of that seed of God, and life of faith, that
love of Christ and the bre thre n, that sinc erity of heart, and conscience of du ty, out of wh ich, by the o peration of the Spirit,
this assurance m ay, in due time, be re vived; an d by the which , in the m eantim e, they are sup ported from utter de spa ir.

XVIII. OF THE ASSURANCE OF GRACE AND SALVATION.

1. Who may enjoy assurance of salvation? (XVIII,1).
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2. On what is the certainty of our faith founded? (XVIII,2).

3. How are faith and assurance related? (XVIII,3).

4. To what extent may our assurance be shaken? (XVIII,4).

CHAPTER XIX
Of the Law of God
I. God gave to A dam a la w, as a c ovenant of wo rks, by wh ich h e bound him and all h is posterity to person al, entire, exac t,
and perpetual obedien ce, pro m ised life u pon the fu lfilling, and thre atened death upon the breach of it, and endued him with
power an d ability to ke ep it.
II. This law, after his fall, continued to be a perfect rule of righteousness; and, as such, was delivered by God upon Mount
Sinai, in ten com m andm ents, and written in two tables: the first four comm andm ents containing our duty towards God; and
the other six, our du ty to m an.
III. Beside this law, comm only called moral, God was pleased to give to the people of Israel, as a church under age,
cerem onial la ws, con taining several typical o rdinances, pa rtly of worsh ip, prefiguring C hrist, his grac es, actions, sufferings,
and benefits; and partly, holding forth divers instructions of m oral duties. All which ceremonial laws are now abrogated,
under the new testam ent.
IV. To them also, as a body politic, he gave sundry judicial laws, which expired together with the State of that people; not
obliging any othe r no w, fu rthe r tha n the general equity thereof m ay require.
V. The m ora l law doth fo re ver bind all, as well ju stifie d persons as others, to the obedience there of; and that, not only in
regard of th e m atter contained in it, but also in resp ect of the authority of God the Creator, who gave it. Neither doth C hrist,
in the gospe l, an y way dissolve, bu t m uch strengthen this ob ligation.
VI. Although true believers be not under the law, as a covenant of works, to be thereby justified, or condemned; yet is it of
great use to them , as well as to others; in that, as a rule of life inform ing them of th e will of Go d, and their duty, it directs
and binds them to walk acc ordingly; discovering also the sinful pollu tions o f their nature , hearts, and lives; so as,
exam ining them selves thereby, they m ay com e to further conviction of, hum iliation for, and hatred against sin, together
with a clearer sight of the need they have of Christ, and the perfection of his obedience. It is likewise of use to the
regenerate, to restrain their corruptions, in that it forbids sin: and the threatenings of it serve to show what even their sins
deserve; and what afflictions, in this life, they m ay expect for them , although freed from the curse thereof threatened in the
law. The promises of it, in like m anner, show them God’s approbation of obedience, and what blessings they m ay expect
upon the performance thereof: although not as due to them by the law as a covenant of works. So as, a man’s doing good,
and refraining from evil, because the law encourageth to the one, and deterreth from the other, is no evidence of his being
under the law; and, not under grace.
VII. Neither are the forementioned uses of the law contrary to the grace of the gospel, but do sweetly com ply with it; the
Spirit of Christ subduing and enabling the will of m an to do that freely, and cheerfully, which the will of God, revealed in the
law, requireth to be done.

XIX. OF THE LAW OF GOD.

1, Describe the law which God gave to Adam as a covenant of works. (XIX,1,2) 2. How are the ten
commandments divided? (XIX,2).
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3. What is the moral law, and what are meant by the ceremonial laws? (XIX,3).

4. What other laws did God give to his people under Moses, and what do you think is meant by the
phrase "further than the general equity thereof may require"? (XIX,4).

5. How binding is the moral law? (XIX,5).

6. In what way is the law of great use to believers? (XIX,6).

7. How is the law related to grace? (XIX,7).

CHAPTER XX
Of Christian Liberty, and Liberty of Conscience
I. The liberty which Christ hath purchased for believers under the gospel consists in their freedom from the guilt of sin, the
condem ning wra th of God, the curse of th e m oral law; and, in their being delivered from this prese nt evil world, bondage to
Satan, and dominion of sin; from the evil of afflictions, the sting of death, the victory of the grave, and everlasting
dam nation; as also, in their free access to G od, and their yield ing obedien ce unto him, not out of slavish fear, but a
childlike love and willing m ind. All which were comm on also to believers under the law. But, under the new testam ent, the
liberty of Christians is further enlarged, in their freedom from the yoke of the ceremonial law, to which the Jewish church
was subjected; and in greater boldness of access to the throne of grace, and in fuller comm unications of the free Spirit of
Go d, than believers under the law did ordinarily partak e of.
II. God alo ne is Lord of the consc ience, and hath le ft it fre e from the doctrines and com m andm ents of m en, which are , in
anything, contrary to his Word; or beside it, if matters of faith, or worship. So that, to believe such doctrines, or to obey
such comm ands, out of conscience, is to betray true liberty of conscience: and the requiring of an im plicit faith, and an
absolute and blind obedienc e, is to destroy libe rty of consc ienc e, and rea son also.
III. They who, upon pretense of Christian liberty, do practice any sin, or cherish any lust, do thereby destroy the end of
Christian liberty, which is, that being delivere d out of the hands of o ur enem ies, we m ight serve the Lord without fear, in
holiness and righteousn ess before him , all the days of o ur life.
IV. And because the powers which God hath ordained, and the liberty which Christ hath purchased, are not intended by
God to destroy, but m utually to uphold and preserve one another, they who, upon pretense of C hristian liberty, shall
oppose any lawful power, or the lawful exercise of it, whether it be civil or ecclesiastical, resist the ordinance of God. And,
for their publishing of such opinions, or m aintaining of such practices, as are contrary to the light of nature, or to the known
principles of Christianity (whether concerning faith, worship, or conversation), or to the power of godliness; or, such
erroneous opinions or practices, as either in their own nature, or in the m anner of pub lishing or m aintaining them , are
destructive to the extern al peace and ord er which C hrist hath established in the church, they m ay la wfu lly be called to
account, and proceeded against, by the censu res of the church.

XX. OF CHRISTIAN LIBERTY AND LIBERTY OF CONSCIENCE.

1. What is meant by Christian liberty? (XX,1).
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2. What do you consider to be some ramifications of the phrase "God alone is Lord of the
conscience"? (XX,2),

3. What is the "end" of Christian liberty, and how might it be destroyed? (XX,3).

4. What is the relationship of Christian liberty to the civil government? (XX,4).

CHAPTER XXI
Of Religious Worship, and the Sabbath Day
I. The light of na ture sho weth that there is a G od, who hath lordship and so vere ignty over all, is good, and doth good unto
all, and is therefore to be feared, loved, praised, called upon , trusted in, and served, with all the heart, and with all the soul,
and with all the might. But the acceptable way of worshiping the true God is instituted by him self, and so lim ited by his own
revealed will, that he may not be worshiped according to the im aginations and devices of m en, or the suggestions of
Satan, under an y visible rep resen tation, or a ny other wa y not pre scribed in the Ho ly Scripture.
II. Religious worship is to be given to God, the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost; and to him alone; not to angels, saints, or any
other creature : and, sinc e the fa ll, not without a Me diator; no r in the m ediation o f an y othe r bu t of C hrist alone.
III. Prayer, with thanksgiving, being one special part of religious worship, is by God required of all men: and, that it may be
accepted, it is to be made in the name of the Son, by the help of his Spirit, according to his will, with understanding,
revere nce, hum ility, ferven cy, faith, love, an d perseverance; and, if voca l, in a known tongue.
IV. Prayer is to be made for things lawful; and for all sorts of m en living, or that shall live hereafter: but not for the dead, nor
for tho se o f wh om it may be known that they have sinned the sin un to death.
V. The reading of the Scriptures with godly fear, the sound preaching and conscionable hearing of the Word, in obedience
unto God, with understanding, faith, and reverence, singing of psalms with grace in the heart; as also, the due
adm inistration and worthy receiving of the sacram ents instituted by Christ, are all parts of the ordinary religious worship of
God: beside religious oaths, vows, solemn fastings, and thanksgivings upon special occasions, which are, in their several
times a nd sea son s, to be used in an holy an d re ligious m anner.
VI. Neither prayer, nor any other part of religious worship, is now, under the gospel, either tied unto, or m ade m ore
acceptable by any pla ce in wh ich it is p erform ed, or toward s which it is d ire cted: but God is to be wo rshiped everywhere , in
spirit and truth; as, in private fam ilies da ily, and in sec ret, each on e by him self; so, m ore so lem nly in the pub lic assem blies,
which a re not carelessly or willfully to be neglected, or forsak en, when Go d, by his W ord or providence, calleth thereunto.
VII. As it is the law of nature, that, in general, a due proportion of tim e be set apart for the worship of God; so, in his Word,
by a positive, m ora l, and perp etual c om m andm ent binding all m en in all ages, he hath particula rly appointed one day in
seven, for a Sabbath, to be kept holy unto him : which, from the beginning of the world to the resurrection of Christ, was the
la st day of the we ek; and, fro m the resurrection of C hrist, was changed into the first day of the we ek, which, in Sc rip ture , is
calle d the Lord’s d ay, an d is to be continued to the end of the world , as the C hristian Sa bbath.
VIII. This Sabbath is th en kept holy unto the Lord , when m en, after a due pre parin g of their hearts, and ord erin g of their
com m on affairs beforehand, do not only observe an holy rest, all the day, from their own works, words, and thoughts about
their worldly em plo ym ents and recre ations, but also are taken up, the wh ole tim e, in the public and private exercises of h is
worship, and in the duties o f ne cessity and m ercy.

XXI. OF RELIGIOUS WORSHIP AND THE SABBATH DAY.
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1. Where must we learn how to worship God? (XXI,1).

2. To whom and through whom is worship to be given? (XXI,2).

3. How are we to pray? (XXI,3).

4. For whom and what may we pray? (XXI,4).

5. What also are parts of the ordinary worship of God? (XXI,5).

6. How is the place of worship related to our worship today? (XXI,6).

7. On what jay is the Christian sabbath, and why must we continue to remember h? (XXI,7).

8. How must we keep the sabbath? (XXI,8).

CHAPTER XXII
Of Lawful Oaths and Vows
I. A law ful oath is a pa rt of religious worship, wherein, upon just occasion, the person swearing so lem nly calle th G od to
witness wh at he asserteth , or p rom iseth, a nd to ju dge him according to the truth or falseh ood of wh at he sweareth.
II. The name of God only is that by which m en ought to swear, and therein it is to be used with all holy fear and reverence.
The refore, to swear vainly, or rashly, by that glorious and drea dful Nam e; or, to swear at all by any other thing, is sinful,
and to be abhorred. Yet, as in m atters of weight and m om ent, an oath is warranted by the W ord of God, under the new
testam ent as well as un der the old; so a la wfu l oath, being im posed by lawfu l authority, in suc h m atters, ought to be taken.
III. Whosoever taketh an oath ought duly to consider the weightiness of so solemn an act, and therein to avouch nothing
but what he is fully persua ded is the truth : neither m ay any m an bind him self by oath to anything but what is goo d and just,
and what he believeth so to be, and what he is ab le and re solved to perform .
IV. An oath is to be taken in the pla in and com m on sense of the wo rd s, without equivocation, or m ental reservation. It
cannot oblig e to sin; but in anything not sinfu l, being taken, it binds to perform ance, although to a m an’s own hurt. Nor is it
to be viola ted, alth ough m ade to heretics, or infidels.
V. A vow is of the like nature with a promissory oath, and ought to be m ade with the like religious care, and to be
perform ed with the like faithfulness.
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VI. It is not to be m ade to any creature, but to God alone: and, that it may be accepted, it is to be made voluntarily, out of
faith, and conscience of duty, in way of thankfulness for mercy received, or for the obtaining of what we want, whereby we
m ore strictly bind ourselves to necessary duties; or, to other things, so far and so long as they m ay fitly co nduce thereunto.
VII. No man m ay vow to do anything forbidden in the W ord of God, or what would hinder any duty therein com m anded, or
which is not in his own power, and for the perform anc e whereo f he h ath no prom ise of ability from God. In which resp ects,
popish monastical vows of perpetual single life, professed poverty, and regular obedience, are so far from being degrees
of higher perfection , that they are sup erstitious and sinful snares, in which no Ch ristian m ay entangle him self.

XXII. OF LAWFUL OATHS AND VOWS.

1. What is a lawful oath? (XXII,1).

2. How must an oath be taken? (XXII,2).

3. To what may a person bind himself by oath? (XXII,3).

4. What is forbidden in taking oaths? (XXII,4).

5. How is a vow like an oath? (XXlI,5).

6. To whom is a vow made? (XXII,6).

7. Under what circumstances is a vow now to be taken? (XXII,7).

CHAPTER XXIV
Of Marriage and Divorce
I. Marriage is to be between one man and one woman: neither is it lawful for any m an to have m ore than one wife, nor for
any wom an to have m ore than one husb and, at the sam e tim e.
II. Marriage was ordained for the mutual help of husband and wife, for the increase of mankind with legitim ate issue, and of
the church with an holy seed; and for pre venting of un cleanness.
III. It is lawful for all sorts of people to m arry, who are able with judgm ent to give their consent. Yet it is the duty of
Ch ristians to m arry only in the L ord. An d therefore suc h as profess the true reform ed re ligion shou ld no t m arry with infidels,
papists, or other idolaters: neither should such a s are godly be unequa lly yoked, by m arrying with such as are notoriously
wick ed in their life, or m aintain dam nable heresies.
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IV. Marriage ought not to be within the degrees of consanguinity or affinity forbidden by the W ord. Nor can such incestuous
m arriages ever be made lawful by any law of m an or consent of parties, so as those persons may live together as man and
wife.
V. Adultery or fornication comm itted after a contract, being detected before marriage, giveth just occasion to the innocent
party to dissolve that contract. In the case of adultery after marriage, it is lawful for the innocent party to sue out a divorce:
and, after the divorc e, to m arry another, as if the offe nding party were dead.
VI. Alth ough the corruption of m an be suc h as is apt to study argum ents unduly to put asun der tho se whom Go d hath
joined together in m arriage: yet, nothing but adultery, or such willful desertion as can no way be remedied by the church, or
civil m agistra te, is c ause sufficient of d issolving the bond of m arriage: where in, a public and ord erly course of p ro ceeding is
to be obse rved ; and the person s co ncerned in it not left to the ir own wills, and discretion, in their own case.

XXIV. OF MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE.

1. How many wives or husbands may one have? (XXIV,1)

2. Why was marriage ordained by God? (XXIV,2).

3. Who may marry whom? (XXIV,3).

4. Under what circumstances may people not marry? (XXIV,3,4).

5. What are the biblical grounds for divorce? (XXIV,5,6).

6. Under what circumstances may a divorced person remarry? (XXIV,5,6).

CHAPTER XXV
Of the Church
I. The catholic or universal church, which is invisible, consists of the whole number of the elect, that have been, are, or
shall be gathere d into one, under C hrist the Head there of; and is th e spouse, the body, th e fu llness of h im that filleth all in
all.
II. The visible church, which is also catholic or universal under the gospel (not confined to one nation, as before under the
law), consists of all those throughout the world that profess the true religion; and of their children: and is the kingdom of the
Lord Jesus Ch rist, the house and fa m ily of G od, out of which there is no o rdinary possibility of sa lvation .
III. Unto this catholic visible church Christ hath given the m inistry, oracles, and ordinances of God, for the gathering and
perfecting of the saints, in this life , to the end of the wo rld: and doth, by his own pre sence and Sp irit, accord ing to his
prom ise, m ake them effectual the reunto.
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IV. This catholic church hath been som etim es m ore, som etim es less visible. And particular churches, which are m em bers
thereof, are more or less pure, according as the doctrine of the gospel is taught and embraced, ordinances administered,
and public worship perform ed m ore or less purely in them .
V. The purest churches under heaven are subject both to m ixture and error; and some have so degenerated, as to become
no churches of Christ, but synagogues of Satan. Nevertheless, there shall be always a church on earth, to worship God
according to his will.
VI. There is no other head of the church but the Lord Jesus Christ. Nor can the pope of Rome, in any sense, be head
thereof.

XXV. OF THE CHURCH.

1. What is the "invisible" church? (XXV,1).

2. Describe the "visible" church and her importance. (XXV,2).

3. What did Christ give to the visible church and for what purpose? (XXV,3).

4. How perfect is the catholic visible church? (XXV,4).

5. Describe the purity and permanence of the church. (XXV,5).

6. Who is the head of the church? (XXV,6).

CHAPTER XXVI
Of the Communion of Saints
I. All saints, that are united to Je sus Christ their Head , by his Spirit, and by faith, have fellowship with him in his graces,
sufferings, death, resurrection , and glory: and, being united to one another in lo ve, the y have com m union in e ach other’s
gifts and graces, and are obliged to the perform ance of such duties, public and private, as do conduce to their mutual
good, both in the inward and outward m an.
II. Saints by profession are bound to maintain an holy fellowship and comm union in the worship of God, and in perform ing
such other spiritual services as tend to their mutual edification; as also in relieving each other in outward things, according
to their several a bilities and n ece ssities. Wh ich com m union, as G od o ffere th opp ortunity, is to be extend ed u nto all those
who, in every place, call u pon the nam e of the Lord Jesus.
III. This com m union wh ich the saints have with Christ, doth not m ake them in any wise partakers of the substance of h is
Godhead; or to be equal with Christ in any respect: either of which to affirm is im pious and bla sphem ous. Nor doth their
com m union one with another, as saints, take away, or infringe the title or propriety which each man hath in his goods and
possessions.
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XXVI. OF THE COMMUNION OF SAINTS.

1. Describe our union in Christ and our union to one another. (XXVI,1).

2. What is our duty with regard to the communion of the saints? (XXVI,2)

3. What is not meant by the communion of saints? (XXVI,3).

CHAPTER XXVII
Of the Sacraments
I. Sacraments are holy signs and seals of the covenant of grace, im m ediately instituted by God, to represent Christ, and
his benefits; and to confirm our interest in him : as also, to put a visible difference between those that belong unto the
church, and the re st of the world ; and so lem nly to en gage them to the se rvice of G od in Christ, acc ording to his W ord.
II. There is, in every sacram ent, a spiritual relation, or sacram ental union, between the sign and the thing signified: whence
it com es to pass, tha t the nam es a nd effects of the one are attribu ted to the other.
III. The grace which is exhibited in o r by the sa cram ents rightly use d, is no t conferred by any power in the m ; neither doth
the efficac y of a sac ram ent depend upon the piety or intention of h im that doth adm inister it: but upon the work of th e Spirit,
and the word of institution , which c ontains, together with a pre cept authorizing the use thereof, a prom ise of benefit to
worthy re ceivers.
IV. There be only two sacram ents ordained by Christ our Lord in the Gospel; that is to say, baptism, and the Supper of the
Lord: neither of w hich m ay be dispense d by any, but by a m inister of the W ord lawfully ordaine d.
V. The sacraments of the old testam ent, in regard of the spiritual things thereby signified and exhibited, were, for
sub stan ce, the sam e with those o f the new.

XXVII. OF THE SACRAMENTS.

1. What is the relationship of the sacraments to the covenant of grace? (XXVII,1).

2, How are the sign and the thing signified related? (XXVII,2).

3. Upon what does the grace in the sacrament depend, and upon what does it not depend? (XXVII,3).

4. What are the sacraments ordained by Christ? (XXVII,4).
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5. How are the sacraments of the Old Testament related to the sacraments of the New Testament?
(XXVII,5).

CHAPTER XXVIII
Of Baptism
I. Baptism is a sacram ent of the new testam ent, ord aine d by Jesus Ch rist, not only for the solem n adm ission of the party
baptize d into the visible church; but also, to be unto him a sign and se al of th e covenant of grace, of his ing rafting into
Christ, of regeneration, of remission of sins, and of his giving up unto God, through Jesus Christ, to walk in newness of life.
W hich sac ram ent is, by Ch rist’s own appointm ent, to be continued in his church until the end of th e world.
II. The outward elem ent to be used in this sacrament is water, wherewith the party is to be baptized, in the nam e of the
Father, an d of the Son, and of th e H oly Ghost, by a m inister of the gospe l, lawfu lly called thereunto.
III. Dipping of the person into the water is not necessary; but baptism is rightly adm inistered by pouring, or sprinkling water
upon the person.
IV. Not only those that do actually profess faith in and obedience unto Christ, but also the infants of one, or both, believing
parents, are to be baptized .
V. Although it be a great sin to contemn or neglect this ordinance, yet grace and salvation are not so inseparably annexed
unto it, as that no person ca n be regen erated, or saved, without it; or, that all that are baptized are undoub tedly
regenerated.
VI. The efficacy of baptism is not tied to that m om ent of tim e wherein it is administered; yet, notwithstanding, by the right
use of th is ordinan ce, the gra ce pro m ised is not only offered, but rea lly exhibited, and conferred, by the H oly Ghost, to
such (whether of age or infants) as that grace belongeth unto, according to the counsel of God’s own will, in his appointed
time.
VII. The sa cram ent of b aptism is but once to be adm inistere d unto any person.

XXVIII. OF BAPTISM.

1. For what purposes did Christ ordain the sacrament of baptism, and of what is baptism a sign and
seal? (XXVIII,1).

2. What is the outward element, and in whose name is the person baptized? (XXVIII,2).

3. How is baptism to be administered? (XXVIII,2,3).

4. To whom is the sacrament of baptism to be administered? (XXVIII,4)
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5. How urgent is the administration of the sacrament of baptism? (XXVIII,5,6).

6. How are grace and salvation related to the sacrament of baptism? (XXVIII,5,6).

7. How often must a person be baptized? (XXVIII,7).

CHAPTER XXIX
Of the Lord’s Supper
I. Our Lord Jesus, in the night wherein he was b etra yed, instituted the sac ram ent of h is bod y and blood, calle d the Lord’s
Supper, to be observed in his church, unto the end of the world, for the perpetual rem em brance o f the sacrifice of him self
in his death; the sealing all benefits thereof unto true believers, their spiritual nourishment and growth in him , their further
engagement in and to all duties which they owe unto him ; and, to be a bond and pledge of their comm union with him , and
with each other, as m em bers of his m ystical body.
II. In this sacrament, Christ is not offered up to his Father; nor any real sacrifice m ade at all, for rem ission of sins of the
quick or dead; but only a comm em oration of that one offering up of him self, by him self, upon the cross, once for all: and a
spiritual o bla tion of a ll possible pra ise unto God, for the sam e: so that the popish sacrifice of the m ass (as they call it) is
m ost abom inab ly injurious to C hrist’s one, only sacrifice, the alone propitiation for all the sins of his elect.
III. The L ord J esus ha th, in th is ordinanc e, ap po inte d h is m iniste rs to d ec lare his word of institution to the pe op le; to pray,
and bless the elements of bread and wine, and thereby to set them apart from a com m on to an holy use; and to take and
break the bread, to take the cup, and (they com m unicating also themselves) to give both to the com m unicants; but to none
who are not then presen t in the congregation.
IV. Private masses, or receiving this sacrament by a priest, or any other, alone; as likewise, the denial of the cup to the
people, worshiping the elements, the lifting them up, or carrying them about, for adoration, and the reserving them for any
pretended religious use ; are all contrary to the nature of th is sacram ent, and to the institution of C hrist.
V. The outward ele m ents in this sacra m ent, duly set apart to the uses ord ained by Christ, have such rela tion to him
crucified, as that, truly, yet sac ram entally on ly, they are som etim es c alled by the n am e of the things they represen t, to wit,
the body and blood of C hrist; albeit, in substance and na ture, they still rem ain truly and only bread and wine, as they were
before.
VI. That doctrine which m aintains a change of the substance of bread and wine, into the substance of Christ’s body and
blood (com m only called transubstantiation) by consecration of a priest, or by any other way, is repugnant, not to Scripture
alone, but even to com m on sense, and reason; overthroweth the nature of the sacram ent, and hath been, and is, the
cause of m anifold sup erstitions; yea , of g ross idolatries.
VII. Worthy receivers, outwardly partaking of the visible elem ents, in this sacram ent, do then also, inwardly by faith, really
and indeed, yet not carn ally and corp orally but spiritually, receive, and fe ed upon, Christ cru cifie d, and all benefits of h is
death: the body and blood of Christ being then, not corporally or carnally, in, with, or under the bread and wine; yet, as
really, but spiritually, present to the faith of believers in that ordinance , as the elem ents them selves are to their outward
sen ses.
VIII. Although ignorant and wicked m en receive the outward elements in this sacrament; yet, they receive not the thing
signified thereby; but, by their unworthy coming thereunto, are guilty of the body and blood of the Lord, to their own
dam nation. Wherefore, all ignorant and ungodly persons, as they are unfit to enjoy com m union with him , so are they
unworthy of the Lord’s table; and cannot, without great sin against Christ, while they rem ain such, partake of these holy
m ysteries, or be adm itted thereunto.

XXIX. OF THE LORD'S SUPPER.
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1. For what purpose did Christ ordain the sacrament of the Lord's Supper (XXIX,1), and of what is it a
sign and seal (1 Corinthians 11:25)?

2. How is Christ's death related to the sacrament of the Lord's Supper? (XXIX,2).

3. By whom, to whom, and how is the sacrament of the Lord's Supper to be administered? (XXIX,3).

4. What misuse is to be avoided? (XXIX,4).

5. What are the outward elements of the Lord's Supper, and how closely related are they to what they
represent? (XXIX,5).

6. What misuse is to be avoided? (XXIX,6).

7. How is Christ related to those who worthily receive the elements? (XXIX,7).

8. Who may not receive the sacrament of the Lord's Supper? (XXIX,8).

CHAPTER XXX
Of Church Censures
I. Th e Lo rd Je sus, as King and H ead of his chu rch, hath therein appointed a governm ent, in the hand o f chu rch officers,
distinct from the civil m agistrate.
II. To these o ffice rs the keys of the king dom of h eaven are com m itted; by virtue whereof, the y have power, respectively, to
retain, and rem it sins; to shut that kingd om against the impenitent, both by the W ord, and censu res; and to open it unto
penitent sinne rs, by the m inistry of the gosp el; and by absolution from censu res, as o ccasion sh all require.
III. Church censures are necessary, for the reclaim ing and gaining of offending brethren, for deterring of others from the
like offenses, for purging out of that leaven which m ight infect the whole lump, for vindicating the honor of Christ, and the
holy profession of the gospel, and for preventing the wrath of God, which m ight justly fall upon the churc h, if they should
suffer his covenant, and the sea ls thereof, to be profaned by notorious a nd obstinate offenders.
IV. For the better attaining of these ends, the officers of the church are to proceed by adm onition; suspension from the
sacrament of the Lord’s Supper for a season; and by excom m unication from the church; according to the nature of the
crime, and dem erit of the person.

XXX. OF CHURCH CENSURES.
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1. By whom is the government of the church established, and to whom is it entrusted? (XXX,1).

2. What is meant by "the keys of the kingdom of heaven" in relation to the government of the church?
(XXX,2).

3. What are the purposes of church censures? (XXX,3).

4. How may the officers of the church attain these purposes? (XXX,4).

CHAPTER XXIII
Of the Civil Magistrate
I. God, the supreme Lord and King of all the world, hath ordained civil magistrates, to be, under him , over the people, for
his own glory, and the public good: and, to this end, hath armed them with the power of the sword, for the defense and
encouragem ent of them that are good, and fo r the punishm ent of e vildoers.
II. It is lawful for Christians to accept and execute the office of a magistrate, when called thereunto: in the m anaging
whereof, as they ought especially to m aintain piety, justice, and peace, according to the wholesom e laws of each
com m onwealth; so, for that end, they m ay lawfully, now under the new testame nt, wage war, upon just and nec essary
occasion.
III. Civil magistrates may not assum e to themselves the administration of the Word and sacraments; or the power of the
keys o f the kingdom of h eaven; or, in the le ast, interfere in m atte rs of faith. Ye t, as nursing fa thers, it is the duty of c ivil
m agistra tes to pro tect the churc h of o ur c om m on Lord , without giving the pre fe re nce to any denom ination of C hristians
above the rest, in suc h a m anner tha t all ecclesiastical person s whatever sh all enjoy the full, free, and unquestione d liberty
of discharging every part of their sacred functions, without violence or danger. And, as Jesus Christ hath appointed a
regular government and discipline in his church, no law of any com m onwealth should interfere with, let, or hinder, the due
exercise thereof, am ong the voluntary m em bers of any denomination of Christians, according to their own profession and
belief. It is the duty of civil magistrates to protect the person and good name of all their people, in such an effectual manner
as that no person be suffered, either upon pretense of religion or of infidelity, to offer any indignity, violence, abuse, or
injury to any other person whatsoever: and to take order, that all religious and ecclesiastical assem blies be held without
m olesta tion or disturbance.
IV. It is the duty of p eople to pra y for m agistra tes, to honor their persons, to pay them tribute or other dues, to obey their
lawful com m ands, and to be subject to their authority, for conscience’ sake. Infidelity, or difference in religion, doth not
m ake void the m agistrates’ just and legal authority, nor free the people from their due obedience to them : from which
ecc lesiastical persons a re no t exempted, m uch less ha th the po pe a ny power an d jurisdiction over them in their dom inions,
or over any of their people; and, least of all, to deprive them of their dominions, or lives, if he shall judge them to be
heretics, or upon any othe r pretense whatso ever.

XXIII. OF THE CIVIL MAGISTRATE.

1. By whom were civil governments ordained, and for what purpose? (XXIII,1).
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2. To what extent may a Christian be involved in the civil government? (XXIII,2)

3. How is the civil government to be related to the church? (XXIII,3).

4. What is our duty to the civil government? (XXIII,4).

CHAPTER XXXI
Of Synods and Councils
I. For the better governme nt, and further edification of the church , there ough t to be such assem blies as are com m only
called syn ods or c ouncils: and it belo ngeth to the overseers and other rule rs of the particula r c hurc hes, by virtue of their
office, and the power which Christ hath given them for edification and not for destruction, to appoint such assem blies; and
to convene together in the m , as often as they shall ju dge it expedien t for the good of th e church.
II. It belongeth to synods and councils, m inisterially to determ ine controversies of faith, and cases of conscience; to set
do wn rules and direc tion s for the be tter ordering of the pu blic worship of G od , an d g ove rnm en t of his ch urch ; to rece ive
com pla ints in cases of m ala dm inistra tion, and authoritatively to determ ine the sam e: which decre es and determ inations, if
consonant to the Word of God, are to be received with reverence and subm ission; not only for their agreement with the
W ord, but also for the power wh ereby they are m ade, as be ing an ordinan ce of G od appointed thereunto in his W ord.
III. All synods or councils, since the Apostles’ tim es, whether general or particular, m ay err; and many have erred.
Therefore they are not to be m ade the ru le of faith, or practice; but to be use d as a help in both.
IV. Syno ds a nd councils a re to handle, or conclude nothing, but that which is ecc lesiastical: an d are not to interm eddle with
civil affairs which concern the comm onwealth, unless by way of humble petition in cases extraordinary; or, by way of
advice, fo r satisfaction of conscience, if the y be thereunto re quired by the civil m agistrate.

XXXI. OF SYNODS AND COUNCILS

1. By whom and for what purposes are synods and councils to be called? (XXXI,1).

2. What must the synods and councils do to attain these purposes, and how are their decisions to be
received by the members of the church? (XXXI,2).

3, What is the relationship of synods and councils to our faith and practice? (XXXI,3).

4. What is the relationship of synods and councils to the civil government? (XXXI,4).
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CHAPTER XXXII
Of the State of Men after Death, and of the Resurrection of the Dead
I. The bodies of m en, after death, return to dust, and see corruption: but their souls, which neither die nor sleep, having an
im m ortal subsistence, im m ediately return to God wh o gave them : the souls of the righteous, being then m ade perfect in
holiness, are received into the highest heavens, where they behold the face of God, in light and glory, waiting for the full
redemption of their bodies. And the souls of the wicked are cast into hell, where they remain in torm ents and utter
darkness, reserved to the judgment of the great day. Besides these two places, for souls separated from their bodies, the
Scripture acknowledgeth none.
II. At the last day, such as are found alive shall not die, but be changed: and all the dead shall be raised up, with the
selfsam e bodies, an d none other (although with different qualities), which shall b e united again to their souls fo rever.
III. The bodies of the unjust sha ll, by the p ower of C hrist, be raised to disho nor: the bodies of th e just, by his Spirit, unto
honor; an d be m ade conform able to his own glorious body.

XXXII. OF THE STATE OF MEN AFTER DEATH, AND OF THE RESURRECTION OF
THE DEAD

1. What happens to the bodies and souls of men after death? (XXXII,I).

2. What will happen "at the last day"? (XXXII,2).

3. What happens to the bodies of the just and unjust at the resurrection? (XXXII,3).

CHAPTER XXXIII
Of the Last Judgment
I. God hath appointed a day, wherein he will judge the world, in righteousness, by Jesus Christ, to whom all power and
judgment is given of the Father. In which day, not only the apostate angels shall be judged, but likewise all persons that
have lived up on e arth shall appe ar be fore the tribunal of C hrist, to give an acco unt of their thoughts, words, and d eed s;
and to rec eive acc ording to wh at they have done in the body, wh ether good or e vil.
II. The end of God’s appointing this day is for the m anifestation of the glory of his mercy, in the eternal salvation of the
elect; and of his justice, in the dam nation of the reprobate, who are wicked and disobedient. For then shall the righteous go
into everlasting life, and receive that fullness of joy and refreshing, which shall com e from the presence of the Lord; but the
wicked who know not God, and obey not the gospel of Jesus Christ, shall be cast into eternal torments, and be punished
with everlasting destruction from the pre sen ce of th e Lord, and from the glory of his pow er.
III. As Christ would have us to be certainly persuaded that there shall be a day of judgment, both to deter all men from sin;
and for the greater consolation of the godly in their adversity: so will he have that day unknown to m en, that they m ay
shake off all carnal security, and be always watchful, because they know not at what hour the Lord will come; and may be
ever prepared to say, Com e Lord Jesu s, co m e quick ly, Am en.
Finis.

XXXIII. OF THE LAST JUDGMENT
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1. At the last judgment, who will judge, who will be judged, and what will be taken into account in the
judgment? (XXXIII,1).

2. What is the purpose of the last judgment, and what will happen to the righteous and the wicked?
(XXXIII,2).

3. Why is it important that we know that there is a last judgment while not knowing the time it will take
place? (XXXIII,3).
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